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Find an event near you at opgbiodiversity.ca

OPG
is forth

e

birds
and all the flora and

fauna of Ontario.

Join Ontario Power Generation and

our environmental partners as we

celebrate the International Year of

Biodiversity. Throughout 2010 we’ve

planned all kinds of great activities

so you and your family can have fun

with nature. This includes hikes on

the Bruce Trail and the Cootes

Paradise Biodiversity Fair at the

Royal Botanical Gardens on

September 25.
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Views... from the editor’s desk
Let’s	Celebrate	Foresight!
We’re delighted that Escarpment Views keeps growing 

and improving. In this issue we introduce a new de-

partment called Foresight. This page at the back of the 

magazine directs us to the future. Here we share for-

ward-thinking or enlightened actions and practices, 

and celebrate environmental good news and achieve-

ments related to the Niagara Escarpment World Bio-

sphere Reserve.

In this issue we also take you, through words and photos, from 

old Fort Erie to Kemble near Owen Sound, and from prehistor-

ic times at Georgian Bay to a contemporary harvest festival held 

each year. If you want more, we invite you to look us up online at 

www.EscarpmentViews.ca where we post a blog, keep a continuing 

calendar of events, store our published features, and generally make 

more information available.

This autumn also means it’s time for municipal elections. We urge 

you to pay as much attention to your options for local government as 

you might to provincial and federal elections. On Oct. 25, be sure to 

vote for those who will best serve your Escarpment municipality. 

Please send me good news about the Niagara Escarpment or its com-

munities, your story ideas and what you like or dislike about the maga-

zine. I’ll read everything that is sent to editor@EscarpmentViews.ca. 

Gloria Hildebrandt, Editor

I work on the Chi-Cheemaun 

and enjoyed the article in the 

Summer 2010 issue of Escarp-

ment Views. I would like to 

point out two errors though. 

The first concerns the photo in 

the lower right of page 6. That 

is not 2nd Mate Terry McMil-

lan in the photo. It is 1st Mate 

Dave Grass. The second is in 

the “Fast Facts” list on page 7. 

The Chi-Cheemaun was re-en-

gined in 2007 and now has four 

2200hp CAT engines, not the 

 two Rustons as listed. 

Alan Constant

[Editor’s note: We apologize for 

mixing up Terry McMillan with 

Dave Grass. As for the engine facts, 

we reported  information that was  

provided to us. Thanks to Alan for 

clarifying this.]

I had to chuckle too when I 

read that on the Bruce Peninsu-

la, most people will never see a 

Massasauga Rattlesnake because 

of its secretive behaviour and 

incredible camouflage. I have 

been a cottage owner on Coal 

Oil Point since 1977 and also 

own an eight-acre island at the 

mouth of Willow Creek. At one 

time, I used to fish for speckled 

trout a few miles up Willow 

Creek. It was quite common to 

see rattlesnakes and I am sure 

it still is. This property is now 

within the boundaries of the 

Bruce Peninsula National Park, 

but there are no roads or paved 

trails for access. My wife and 

I walk around five miles most 

days in the Willow Creek area 

and we will see rattlesnakes on 

occasion. We used to pick rasp-

berries in the Johnson Harbour 

area and the rattlesnakes were 

so common that we would wear 

hip waders for protection. The 

brush was quite thick and 

my wife even stepped on one 

once. Frequently, we would no 

sooner get out of the car and we 

would encounter a rattler. The 

point I would like to make is 

that all of the Park Wardens 

and writers that never get “off 

the beaten path” are not likely 

to see a rattlesnake. Get on a 

pair of chest waders and head 

up Willow Creek a few miles 

where very few people go and 

you should have no trouble 

viewing a rattlesnake.  

Ian Pirie, Coal Oil Point

The following is an excerpt of a let-

ter we received. To read the rest of 

it, go online to our blog at www.

EscarpmentViews.ca and look un-

der Bruce Peninsula:

I’m thinking about my home 

here in the Bruce Peninsula in 

terms of a sustainable commu-

nity. So are a lot of other peo-

ple, as evidenced by last fall’s 

creation of The Meeting Place, 

the regular occurrence of Tran-

sition Communities get-togeth-

ers, the educational initiatives 

at the Lion’s Head school, the 

numerous grass-roots organi-

zations including the Bruce 

Peninsula Bird Observatory 

and lately, some relatively  in-

dependent efforts to generate 

local “clean” energy. What can 

I do to contribute to securing 

in the future a quality of life 

and standard of living I am now 

privileged to enjoy? How do we 

conserve and preserve the bal-

ance between development and 

preservation of this unique gem 

of a Biosphere? I am hoping 

that the knowledge generated 

by residents and researchers in 

this area will be part of the so-

lution. 

Arlene Kennedy, Tobermory

...and from our readers

Photos by Diane Bator, Orangeville
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www.purplehillstour.ca

Saturday & Sunday
September 25 & 26, 2010

10 am to 5 pm

Please join us in Creemore and the surrounding area 
of Clearview Township to see the work of over 40 artists 

who showcase their best work for your enjoyment.

Sculpture

Fabric

Glass

Woodworking Photography

Metal

Painting

Jewelry

Mosaics

Pottery

Visit our website for information on the artists and tour map
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Events Along the Rock
C

om
in

g 
Ev

en
ts Sept. 15 Getting Off the Fragmented Focus, Oakville  hpcaonline.com

Sept. 17-Oct. 3 Downtown Localicious Experience, Hamilton  downtownhamilton.org

Sept. 18 NiEGGara Fest 2010, St. Catharines  nieggara.com

Sept. 18 The Equestrian Ride, Dundas Valley  conservationhamilton.ca

Sept. 19 Eden Mills Writers’ Festival, Eden Mills  edenmillsfestival.ca

Sept. 19 Telling Tales, Westfield Heritage Village  westfieldheritage.ca

Sept. 25 Cootes Paradise Biodiversity Festival, Royal Botanical Gardens  opgbiodiversity.ca

Sept. 25-26 Purple Hills Studio Tour, Creemore  purplehillstour.ca

Oct. 8-11 Ball’s Falls Thanksgiving Festival, Ball’s Falls Conservation Area  ballsfalls.ca

Oct. 9-11 & 16, 17 Fall Into Nature, Conservation Halton  fallintonature.ca

Oct. 12 Encore Improv 3, Oakville  hpcaonline.com

Oct. 22, 23 Autumn Leaves, Autumn Feast, Autumn Memories, 
Georgetown Bach Chorale  georgetownbachchorale.com

Oct. 29, 30 Halloween’s Past, Westfield Heritage Village  westfieldheritage.ca

Nov. 10 Communications Networking, Oakville  hpcaonline.com

Nov. 19 Advent Concert, Georgetown Bach Chorale  georgetownbachchorale.com

Nov. 28 A Family Christmas, Georgetown Choral Society  georgetownchoral.ca

Dec. 10 Handel’s Messiah, Georgetown Choral Society  georgetownchoral.ca

Dec. 17-19 Chansons de Noël, Georgetown Bach Chorale  georgetownbachchorale.com

Hot from the Big Green 

Egg: Lakeshore Living 

held a free BBQ and 

pizza demonstration 

at their Stoney Creek 

store on May 23.

On May 27, Marolyn 

Morrison, mayor of 

Caledon, right, presented 

Keith and Evelyn Thoy with 

a plaque of congratulations 

for the opening of Topnotch 

Consignment Furnishings.

Ken Hall, director of 

Giant’s Rib Discovery 

Centre, presented Diane 

Perrault of Ancaster with 

a door prize gift subscription to 

Escarpment Views at the Giant’s 

Rib Summer Solstice Fundraiser 

in Hamilton on June 17. N

RBC’s Blue Water Project donated $5,000 

to Conservation Halton Foundation on 

June 11 for the Burlington BlueCreeks 

Project, which is aimed at improving 

Grindstone Creek. From left are RBC 

employees Grace Widuch, Sarah 

Adams, Gord Bryce, Conservation 

Halton Chair Brian Penman, the RBC 

mascot and Edith Fajszan of RBC.

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority opened Jordan Harbour Conservation Area on June 20. A 

provincially significant wetland near the south shore of Lake Ontario at Twenty Mile Creek, it links the lake 

to Ball’s Falls Conservation Area. Kayaks and a dragon boat were available to try out on the water. N

National Aboriginal Day on June 20 at 

Conservation Halton’s Crawford Lake included 

Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.
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Please see www.EscarpmentViews.ca for more photos & listings!

Susan Powell, right, leads the other members of The Art Group 

in a laugh at the May 29 opening reception of Home Ground, 

an exhibition at Alton Mill Gallery. From left, the other artists are 

Ian Sinclair, Diana Hillman, Hugh Russel and Pam Purves.

The first Big Daddy Festival throughout Halton Hills featured several events 

over the Father’s Day weekend, including the Steam Whistle/B2C Chill Zone in 

downtown Georgetown, where family-friendly music was performed. N

lake 

a performance to singing and drumming by 

the Gadaihongwas Dancers. Members of the 

public were invited to learn the steps and 

take part in some of the dances. N
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M
y three children and I have come 

to Craigleith Provincial Park to 

find fossils, and we aren’t disap-

pointed. We have found fossils, 

thousands of them.

Craigleith is located on the southern 

shore of Georgian Bay at the foot of the 

Fossil Hunting 
at Craigleith
Words & photos by Ken Haigh

The shoreline of Craigleith Provincial Park on Georgian Bay at the base of the Niagara Escarpment is an 
Area of Natural and Scientific Interest because of the significant number of fossils found here.
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Niagara Escarpment and just north of the 

Blue Mountain Ski Resort. One of the chief 

attractions of the park, besides the sparkling 

turquoise waters of the bay, is the smooth 

brown shale that lines the shore. To a ge-

ologist, this shale is an outcrop of the lower 

Whitby formation. A palaeontologist would 

call it “upper Ordovician.” In plain speech, 

this means the shale is about 450 million 

years old. It is the oldest exposed rock along 

the Escarpment.

“Look at this!” shouts my daughter, 

holding up a small square of fractured shale 

upon which a thumbnail-size bronze fan is 

embossed. “What is it?”

“It’s a trilobite,” I answer, “or rather, it is 

the back third of a trilobite, called the ‘py-

gidium.’ It was a sea creature with a shell, 

a bit like a lobster. We are standing on the 

bottom of an ancient sea bed.”

“Will we find fossilized fish?” asks my 

son.

“No, fish hadn’t come along yet. In fact, 

there weren’t even any land creatures yet. 

They would come later in Earth’s history. 

But if we look closely, we might find other 

fossilized shells.”

If I am sounding remarkably knowledge-

able about fossils, I confess, I’m a fake. I am 

cribbing from notes I took from Suzanne 

Purdy at the Craigleith Heritage Depot 

earlier in the week. The depot is a restored 

railway station, famous for once being the 

destination of the Toronto ski train in the 

Fossil Hunting at Craigleith

The author’s sons are absorbed in trying to identify their fossil finds. Trilobite fossils such as the one shown here, are 
the most common fossils found at Craigleith.
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1940s, but now a museum recounting the 

history of the Town of the Blue Mountains. 

Suzanne is the curator, and if you want to 

see someone get excited about a topic, men-

tion fossils to her. Before coming to work 

at the depot, she worked for five years in 

the palaeontology department at the New 

Brunswick Museum. Suzanne gave me a 

tour of the fossil collection at the depot. 

In addition to the trilobites, which are 

the most common fossil found at Craiglei-

th, there are a whole tribe of weird and won-

derful creatures to discover, the ancestors of 

modern clams, snails, worms, and squids. 

The largest fossil animal found at Craigleith 

is a five-metre squid (Endoceras proteiforme), 

who kept his soft parts protected in a cone-

shaped shell. These giant squids were prob-

ably the top predators of their day. 

There were also strange and wondrous 

animals who did not survive in evolution’s 

lottery, animals like the Graptolites, whose 

fossil remains look like pencil scribbles on 

the rock, and curious animals like the lily-

shaped Crinoids, who for many years were 

thought to be fossilized flowers. Since they 

have no living relations, we can only guess 

how they might have lived. Suzanne proud-

ly pointed to one trilobite in the collection.

“I found that one,” she said. “It’s very 

rare to find an entire trilobite. We tend to 

find them in pieces. That one is called Isote-

lus. It’s not uncommon in other places, but 

we rarely find it around here.” She pointed 

to a second fossil. “In Craigleith, you will 

most often find that one – Psuedogygites lati-

marginatus.” 

She cautioned me though. “The exposed 

rock along the Craigleith shore is designated 

an ANSI [Area of Natural and Scientific In-

terest], and it’s illegal to remove fossil speci-

mens from a provincial park.” She recom-

mended instead that we take some paper 

and crayons and make rubbings of the best 

specimens we found.

I have followed her advice. I beckon the 

children and begin to distribute paper and 

crayons. They fan out, looking for the best 

examples to copy. 

Since it’s illegal to remove fossils from a provincial 
park, the author’s daughter makes a rubbing.

Only one complete specimen of 
the Isotelus fossil has been found 

at Craigleith. Courtesy Suzanne 
Purdy, Craigleith Heritage Depot.

Parts of the Pseudogygites latimarginatus 
fossil are often found at Craigleith. Courtesy 
Suzanne Purdy, Craigleith Heritage Depot.

{It’s illegal to remove fossil 

specimens from a provincial 

park. Take rubbings instead.

Continued on page 20
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Reliving History: 
Fenian Raids 
at Old Fort Erie 
and Ridgeway
Words & photos by Chris Mills

Women and children at war: women fought in 19th-century battles, 
sometimes disguised as males. This woman is a fife player in the 
regimental band, behind a boy flag bearer. In 1866 young sons 
of soldiers could join the forces as flag bearers or drummers.

08-15 EV Fall 2010.indd   12 8/11/10   12:13 PM
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T
hey arrive in buses, 

vans and cars, from the 

U.S.A. and from across 

Canada. Men and wom-

en range from pre-teen drum-

mer boys and flag bearers, up 

to very retired seniors. They all 

share a passion for history, an 

appreciation for the camarade-

rie and a love of living under 

canvas. They’re teachers, civic 

workers, law enforcers, and 

myriad other real life profes-

sionals. But put a black powder 

rifle in their hands, and this is 

how they spend the weekend.

Private Dave Fulton, 54, is a 

Toronto civic worker, but when 

he dons his British uniform 

and picks up his flintlock, he’s 

a member of the 1812 British 

49th Regiment of Foot Grena-

diers.

Everyone in combat signs 

a waiver for personal liability, 

and each of their weapons is 

inspected for cleanliness, func-

tion and the trigger safety.

As he waits his turn, Ful-

ton says few re-enactors carry 

original flintlocks or percus-

sion cap muskets. Pretty good 

replicas made in India sell for 

$500 or $600, but Fulton and 

his crew all carry genuine Ital-

ian Pedersoli replicas worth 

about $1,200.“I’m a history 

fanatic,” says Fulton. “I love 

War-hardened Fenians had recently survived the U.S. Civil War, so they knew the benefits of moving to the 
cover of farmers’ fences. They took advantage of every opportunity at the Battle of Ridgeway and old Fort Erie.

Fenian re-enactors march from their camp to the battlefield. 
The flag of green with a gold harp shows artistic licence; it 
was designed from a painting of the Battle of Ridgeway.
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Fenian raiders at old Fort Erie 
with a U.S. flag of the 155th 
New York Infantry, an Irish 
infantry from south Buffalo. 

A blacksmith in real life, Helmut 
portrays one from the 19th century 
while his partner Sian portrays a 
lady selling homemade tinworks, 
wooden toys and dry goods.

A flagbearer carries the flag of 
the 155th New York Volunteer 
Infantry of Irish from south Buffalo, 
still used in re-enactments of 
Civil War and Fort Erie battles.

Reliving History
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The Battle that Created Canada 

Historians consider the Battle of Ridgeway, which was one of the Fenian Raids 

against British North America in 1866, the battle that created Canada because it 

galvanized support across the country to create a Canadian Confederation against 

foreign intervention.

Following the end of the American Civil War, Irish-American “Fenians” bris-

tled at the occupation of Ireland by British soldiers and believed that they could 

drive them out if they marched into and secured British Canada for ransom.

These were Civil War veterans, Confederates and Union, hardened in battle 

and  skilled  in warfare.  Their mix of Confederate grey, Union blue and  civilian 

outfits made a fine mash underneath the flags of the gold and green Irish Re-

publican Army.

About 1,000 of them crossed the Niagara River at Buffalo, NY, and secured 

the railways, the telegraph office and the old Fort Erie that had been destroyed in 

1814. They failed to recruit Irish Canadians in the region, so moved cross country 

to the town of Ridgeway where they handily beat Canadian militia of volunteers 

comprising several regiments from Hamilton, Toronto and locally.

They then returned to the old fort where they faced more British Canadian 

volunteers bringing up their rear, and routed them, too. The Fenians heard that 

thousands of British regulars were on their way and so abandoned the fort  to 

return to New York to check on expected supplies and reinforcements.

On the water, Marine Guards of the USS Michigan arrested them and confis-

cated all their weapons.

There’s debate over whether the White House approved the raids as repri-

sal for British support of the Confederacy during the war. Andrew Johnson, the 

president, however, afterwards signed a declaration against the uprising and sent 

General Ulysses S. Grant himself to ensure the Fenians were stopped.

reenactments. It’s a lifestyle. And 

I can attend other re-enactments 

across the country by simply al-

tering my uniform. Last year 

in Georgina, I’m a U.S. soldier 

sacking a town and shouting lib-

erty or death!” Today, he’ll play a 

Fenian to pump up the numbers.

Private Erin Bottrel, 45, is 

a British drummer in the 12th 

York Regiment for York County. 

He’s been a re-enactor for 20 

years. When he’s not in uniform 

he’s in anti-money laundering in 

Toronto. His wife, Karen Seeley, 

47, is a writer.

“The battle re-creation is for 

the audience, but we’re here for 

the campfire talk, the period 

authenticity, the tent life,” says 

Bottrel. “We put away the cell 

phones and channel changers. 

It’s our chance to run away from 

it, however briefly. However, all 

of us, me included, are rather 

too old for what we’re portray-

ing, since those soldiers in 1866 

would all have been 17 to 25 or

British (Canadian) redcoats during the Battle of Ridgeway, before being overtaken by Fenians on the field at old Fort Erie.

Enactors take pride in 
their authentic replica 
materials, including guns, 
kit, clothes and tents. Continued on page 22
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“The Trail” by Cliff Smith
Farm at Blind Line & Hwy 89, Shelburne Escarpment Views 16-17 ❦ Autumn 2010
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Ready, Aim, Chuck 
a Pumpkin! 
at the Kemble 
Harvest Blowout
Words & photos by Kelly Babcock

T
he cool air of autumn, wet 

earth and decomposing leaves 

make your sweater a friend and 

the occasional whiff of wild 

apples reminds you of baked desserts 

after harvest dinners. I’m tramping 

across open fields through slanting 

rain, recalling autumns of years gone 

by, when the tranquility is shattered 

by the sound of a pneumatic cannon 

firing a pumpkin through the sky. 

Applause follows the shot and ATVs 

follow the flying gourd to measure 

its distance. There are better ways to 

make pie filling, but this is fun. The 

official Canadian national Pumpkin 

Chuckin competition at the Kemble 

Harvest Blowout has begun.

Kemble, a picturesque hamlet firm-

ly planted on the Niagara Escarpment 

between Owen Sound and Wiarton, 

used to be the home of fall fairs. We 

miss the baking, livestock and handi-

work competitions that were part of 

these events but most Harvest Blowout 

attendees agree that there is a great deal 

Trebuchets have fired pumpkins farther than 790 feet at 
the Harvest Blowout Pumpkin Chuckin’ competition in 
Kemble, Ontario. Think of a biblical sling on the end of 
a long wooden pole and you have a trebuchet.

Trebuchet: a military machine used in 

siege warfare for throwing stones etc.
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Continued on page 24

Kent Cruickshank and his cannon, “Rusty Brown.” At 
Kent’s feet is the yellow trigger valve and the hatch 
in the barrel where the pumpkin is loaded.

Mike Sutherland stands in front of his air cannon, “Silver Streak 
Chucker.” Mike’s crew, his kids, pose with him but everyone 
stands clear when this monster cannon fires. Mike is a Canadian 
record holder and his air cannons are famous in Kemble.

Team McGregor cocking a trebuchet. The McGregors come to compete 
and three generations of them are in attendance each year.

The trigger is about to be pulled 
on one of the many trebuchets.

of fun to be had with spare parts, 

your imagination and a pile of 

pumpkins. 2009 was the fifth year 

for this new tradition; 2010 will be 

just as good, a way of celebrating 

the season with a literal bang. 

Times change. So has this com-

munity but its tenacity keeps it 

alive. The Harvest Blowout is a 

result of Kemble’s spirit. Last year, 

a silent auction raised more than 

$4,000 for a 20-year resident, Billy 

Nicol, suffering from Non-Hodg-

kin’s Lymphoma. Billy says “It’s 

nice to have that kind of support. 

Everybody seems to be one big 

family in Kemble.” 

Proceeds from the gate went to 

community projects and ongoing 

arena expenses. Non-profit orga-

nizations ran booths to fund their 

activities. The Kemble and District 

Lions Club sold hot dogs, sausages 

and beverages and the Kemble 

United Church teamed up with the 

Kemble Arena Committee to sell 

chili, rolls, pie, hot beverages and 

cookies. They work hard every year 

and they always sell out.
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Jim Bradley, MPP

St. Catharines

2 Secord Drive, Unit 2
St. Catharines, ON L2N 1K8
tel: 905-935-0018
jbradley.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Kim Craitor, MPP

Serving Fort Erie, Niagara Falls, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

3930 Montrose Road, Unit 8 
Niagara Falls, ON L2H 3C9
tel: 905-357-0681
Kim@KimCraitor.com
www.KimCraitor.com

Kevin Flynn, MPP

Oakville

2330 Lakeshore Rd. W
Oakville, ON L6L 1H3
tel: 905-827-5141
fax: 905-827-3786
kflynn.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.kevinflynn.onmpp.ca

Linda Jeffrey, MPP

Brampton-Springdale

380 Bovaird Drive East, Unit 13
Brampton, ON, L6Z 2S7
tel: 905-495-8030
ljeffrey.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.lindajeffrey.ca
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Craigleith Provincial Park is on Highway 26 between 

Collingwood and Thornbury. For more information see 

www.ontarioparks.com/english/crai.html.

To learn more about fossils at Craigleith Heritage Depot, see 

www.thebluemountains.ca/Craigleith-Heritage-Depot.cfm. 
Though less common than Pseudogygites, the fossil 
remains of Triarthrus eatoni can also be found at Craigleith. 
Courtesy Suzanne Purdy, Craigleith Heritage Depot.

I had wondered just how sig-

nificant these fossil beds were, and 

Suzanne had put me in touch with 

David Rudkin, assistant curator of 

invertebrate palaeontology at the 

Royal Ontario Museum. I put the 

question to David. 

He replied that the Craigleith 

shoreline represented “the best 

natural exposures of this particular 

geologic unit anywhere in the prov-

ince.” What made it exciting was 

the sheer number of trilobite fos-

sils in the layered bedding planes, 

“a kind of natural trilobite labora-

tory,” which, when combined with 

the other fossil species found in the 

shale, allowed the palaeontologist 

to reconstruct the “communities 

that lived and died along with the 

trilobites during a very interesting 

interval of rapidly changing envi-

ronments near the end of the Or-

dovician period. All in all, a pretty 

cool place!” 

I wondered if the fossils were 

in any danger, since only a small 

portion of the shore was pro-

tected within the boundaries of 

the provincial park. David’s an-

swer was more nuanced than I 

expected.

Continued from page 11

Fossil Hunting at Craigleith
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The Craigleith Heritage Depot
Museum and Tourist Information Centre

Tuesday - Sunday 9:00 - 5:00
 

113 Lakeshore Rd. E.

Blue Mountains, ON  L9Y 0N1

Tel:   705.444.2601

Fax:  705.444.2793

www.thebluemountains.ca

Creating optimal health naturally

WATERDOWN CLINIC 
	 of	Naturopathic	Medicine

	

Teri A. Jaklin ND

905 690 9151

www.waterdownclinic.com
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Everything, Bill Bryson notes that 

the likelihood of any bone being 

fossilized is about one in a billion, 

and that the likelihood of that 

bone being discovered is even less. 

Only one species in 10,000 even 

makes it into the fossil record. Any 

fossil is therefore something of a 

miracle. Yet, trilobite fossils are 

numerous. This should not sur-

prise us, given that trilobites have 

been around for so long. They en-

tered the fossil record in what has 

been called the “Cambrian explo-

sion,” an enormous eruption of 

new life that began about 540 mil-

lion years ago, and survived for the 

next 300 million years, until they 

vanished in the puzzling “Perm-

ian extinction,” which wiped out 

about 95 per cent of the fossil re-

cord. Compared with trilobites, 

humans have only been around for 

the blink of an eye, and are likely 

to vanish much sooner. EV

Ken Haigh, author of Under the 

Holy Lake, lives in the Beaver Valley.

He reminded me that it is impos-

sible to preserve the shale, since it is 

constantly being eroded by waves, 

ice and winter storms. Each year, 

new planes of fossils are exposed. His 

chief concern was with “wholesale 

development of the shoreline” where 

large sections of the shore might be 

covered with concrete or landfill, and 

where access to the fossils for study 

would no longer be possible. He also 

worries about large-scale mining, as 

happened briefly in the mid-19th 

century, when the shale was crushed 

to extract the naturally occurring oil 

for use as a lubricant and lighting 

source. He also felt that it “might also 

be a good idea to set aside, perhaps on 

a rotating basis, a portion of the best 

outcrop as a reserve area with greatly 

reduced activity.”

The children bring me their 

rubbings, and we try to identify 

their discoveries in an old field 

guide. I am amazed at what they 

have found.

In his entertaining compen-

dium, A Short History of Nearly 
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Hamilton Conservation Authority

Call 905-525-2181 or visit www.conservationhamilton.ca

The Equestrian Ride –  

Dundas Valley –  Sept 18

Camp overnight in the magnificent Dundas Valley

and enjoy a weekend of trail riding and fun all in 

support of a great cause. Camp Friday and Saturday

night, including a delicious dinner Saturday evening

or camp just Saturday evening.  For more information

or to pre-register call 905-525-2181.

Telling Tales – Westfield – Sept. 19

Celebrating Canada’s leading children’s writers,

illustrators and musicians with programs for all ages.

More than a celebration of stories, Telling Tales also

fundraises to provide financial assistance to 

much-needed local literacy programs. 10:00 a.m. to

4:00 p.m. Admission is free.  For more information,

please visit www.westfieldheritage.ca. 

Halloween – Westfield – Oct. 29 & 30

Bone up on your history and folklore and discover the

origins and traditions of Halloween’s past. Runs from

6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m each evening.   Admission fees:

adults: $11, seniors/disabled: $10, children 6-12

years old: $6.50. Children 5 and under are free.  

Parking is free. For more information, please visit

www.westfieldheritage.ca.

NiEGGara Fest 
Sept. 18, 2010 presented by

 

Unit 113 – 1100 South Service Road
Stoney Creek

905-643-6888
www.lakeshorelivinglife.com

Hosted by

 

www.nieggara.com
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Guy Larocque of Quebec, 
in white shirt, keeps an eye 
on the Fenian rifles, most of 
which are replica percussion-
cap black powder muskets.

Fenian re-enactors line up to receive a new flag, the 
true green and gold colours that they would have 
carried on their 1866 raids of British territory.

Reliving History

Continued from page 15

so. It’s a typical situation in the 

re-enacting hobby since younger 

people are either not interested or 

can’t afford it.”

Greg Fekner, a Confederate 

with the 10th Louisiana Company 

C, is actually a 29-year-old mu-

seum curator from Woodstock, 

Ont., in his third year of re-en-

actments.

Today he and members of the 

American Civil War Historical 

Re-enactment Society are Feni-

ans. Their weapon of choice is a 

percussion cap musket, so every-

one has a PAL (possession and 

acquisition licence).

 “Some people may think 

we’re a bunch of crazy gun-loving 

yahoos,” says Fekner, “but we’re 

educators and we’re entertainers. 

We also know that one single ac-

cident would end it. That’s why 

training and safety are primary. 

It’s a great way to teach history for 

young and old, and it’s my chance 
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Come to the Blue Building for Superior Locally Made Treats

 

u Specialty seasoned peanuts u Extra Fancy Virginia Redskins u Chipnuts u Chocolate-covered nuts u 15 varieties of peanut brittle u Homemade ice cream 

Excellence in every bite.
 

Stores in Waterdown, Fonthill, Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Jacobs, Talbotville, Windham Centre, Morriston, Woodstock.
For exact locations see w w w. p i c a rd s p e a n u t s . c a

Discover the
Undiscovered

www.ballsfalls.ca
Call toll Free: 1-800-263-2988
www.tourismniagara.com

36th Annual

Thanksgiving Festival

Oct. 8-11, 10am-5pm daily.

Escape the crowds and experience a more

natural falls in Niagara. Visit the Centre for

Conservation, to learn all about conservation

practices at our LEED® certified building, or

hike along the Niagara Escarpment World

Biosphere Reserve. This unique conservation

area, rich in natural and cultural history, will

delight and surprise you. All this and much

more is waiting for you to discover, at Niagara’s

Other Falls!

Open Daily Year-round

When visiting Niagara, stop at the

Gateway Niagara Information

Centre in Grimsby, for information

services from our experienced

travel counselors.
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to do the living history part of it. 

It gives you a better perspective 

of history, away from the text-

books.”

Les (Leslie) Peplinski, a 

37-year-old English and history 

teacher from Brantford, joined 

the Civil War re-enactors 20 years 

ago when as a 17-year old she be-

came a drummer boy.

“No one knows, but there’s 

belief that 400 to 500 Civil War 

soldiers were women,” she says. 

“Once you start, you don’t want 

to leave. We’re like a family. These 

guys practically raised me. My 

mom thought I was insane but 

now my three boys are into it, 

too. My husband’s not into it but 

he knows that this is my form of 

escape.”

Meanwhile, camp followers 

with their familiar canvas pavil-

ions include people like Sian, 

43, and Helmut, 56, sutlers from 

Hamilton. Sutlers are merchants 

who followed the soldiers to pro-

vide services and merchandise for 

them to buy. Helmut is a genuine 

blacksmith, but goes mobile on 

weekends.

“All my life I’ve been following 

re-enactments, except for a few 

years in university, blacksmithing 

at Black Creek Village and doing 

work for the Royal Ontario Mu-

seum,” says Helmut as he pumps 

the bellows on his fire. His wife is 

usually with him, although she’s 

cut back on some of the longer 

distances from home.

Active in re-enactments for 27 

years, Sian is a sociology profes-

sor for an Ottawa university. She 

makes wood and tin toys, and 

finished leather goods. She fell in 

love with the activity as a teenager 

when she met friends who were 

associated with Fort York in To-

ronto.

When the battle begins, real 

blasts fill the air; orders shout, 

wounded die, and columns dis-

appear in the smoke while Jim 

Hill, Niagara Parks Commis-

sion’s superintendent of heritage, 

provides enlightening historical 

commentary.

Overnight, the rains come 

and pound red coats and blue 

coats alike. In the morning, only 

a handful has decamped, but ev-

eryone else rises with remarkable 

cheer to fight another round. But 

this time the other side wins.

Revisionism. Just for sport. EV

Chris Mills photographs and writes 

about activities and subjects through 

the Niagara region. He hasn’t shot 

a blackpowder gun in anger or strife 

in recent history.
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from limited editions to monumental commissions www.georgetownbachchorale.com

under the direction of Ron Greidanus

2010 / 2011 Fall Season

Autumn Leaves, Autumn Feast, Autumn Memories
The Chorale will again host an exquisite multi-course meal with live 

entertainment. Singers will step out of their usual genre to present a 

programme of Jazz Classics accompanied by Jazz trio.  

October 22, 23,   6:30 pm    $75

Advent Concert
Immerse yourself in a full musical and spiritual experience in the 

unique architecture of St. Elias Church for works such as Charpentier’s 

haunting Missa Assumpta Est Maria and Vivaldi’s jubilant Gloria. 

Ron Greidanus will also perform J.S. Bach’s Concerto in d minor for 

harpsichord and strings. November 19,  8 pm    $25, Students $10

Chansons de Noël
An opulent setting created by masterful artists provides a 

magnificent backdrop for culinary temptations and 

spirited musical offerings. Special guest Felix Deak 

will transport you back in time as he accompanies 

the Chorale on his 16th century Viola da Gamba.  

December 17, 18, 19,  8 pm    $40

Escarpment Views 24  ❦ Autumn 2010

The Big Guns
The air cannons are the most spectacular of the 

pumpkin launching categories. It takes time 

and technology to build one of these guns. The 

result is a machine that will shoot a pumpkin 

as far as possible without shattering it in the air. 

The pumpkin must be intact when it hits the 

ground. Records are broken regularly.

Practising at home, Kent Cruikshank 

achieved 1,500 feet with his air cannon, Rusty 

Brown. I asked about other distances he had 

measured. “We were shooting at night so we 

launchers. Still a war of sorts, the competi-

tion is friendlier in nature. After all, they’re 

not shooting at each other. This category is 

appealing to people with technical curiosity 

or historical interest. Again records have been 

established and smashed but misfires can be as 

spectacular as the good shots. One trebuchet 

launched a pumpkin roughly 30 yards – back-

wards.

Pumpkin Chuckin machines amaze and im-

press spectators. Larry Bluhm of Georgian Bluffs 

Next Kemble Harvest Blowout: Oct. 23, 2010    M

Ready, Aim, Chuck a Pumpkin!

Continued from page 19

Mike Sutherland’s “Silver Streak Chucker” 
firing the winning shot of 2,510 
feet. It almost looks easy.

Adam Schefter and Ace Strong stand 
next to the “Double ‘A’ Flying Circus.

don’t know,” he said.  They were unable to find 

many of the spent projectiles the next day.

Happy to talk about the winter project they 

had built and pulled by trailer for 100 km, 

Adam Shefter and Ace Strong of Gorrie, Ont., 

came to Kemble hoping to win. Adam’s weld-

ing shop and Ace’s  pumpkin field inspired 

them to build the air cannon they called the 

Double A Flying Circus. They called on friends 

to acquire enough parts for their shot at the na-

tionals. 

Adjusting the angle of their launcher’s mas-

sive barrel, Adam told me, “We were shooting 

32 degrees.” Ace added, “We haven’t had much 

time to play with it.” I left them calculating air 

pressure. 

Who won in 2009? At 1,461 feet, Ace 

Strong and Adam Shefter took fourth place, 

third place went to Shawn Bridge with a 

shot of 1,548 feet, Kent Cruickshank took 

second with a shot of 1,690 feet and local 

hero, Mike Sutherland, the ‘08 Canadian 

champion, decisively took first place with 

2,510 feet. Who will win this year? There’s 

the question.

The medieval categories, trebuchets and 

catapults, came next. Design modifications 

change these ancient war machines into veggy 
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Kubota’s 
BX60 Series
Ben Berg Farm & 
Industrial Equipment
52034 Hwy #3, Wainfleet

905 899 3405

www.benberg.kubota.ca

Hours:	 Monday	to	Friday	8	–	5:30

 Saturday 8 – 5

W. J. Heaslip Limited
1030 Haldimand Road 20

Hagersville

(East of Hagersville)

800 493 5001

www.wjheaslip.com

User-friendly like a 
garden tractor, powerful 
and versatile like a 
compact tractor.
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said “I think the cannons were a big success.” 

His wife Sue added with a smile, “It really is a 

show of male testosterone, isn’t it?” 

Over the years, competitive challenges 

have been added that test strength and skill. 

Turnip tossing for distance and accuracy, hay 

bale throwing and potato peeling events go on 

throughout the day.

Hairspray Power
New in 2008 was the potato cannon com-

petition. Spud guns, built from ABS plumb-

ing pipe, use compressed air or hairspray to 

launch a potato. These guns are judged on 

accuracy rather than distance.  Considered 

dangerous by some, they are still crowd 

pleasers. I can vouch for the thrill involved. 

I had the opportunity to fire a gun being de-

veloped for the 2008 competition. One shot 

was all it took. In 2009 I brought my own, 

a light duty unit known to refuse to fire. I 

stepped up to take my turn and can happily 

report that after competing in a field of nine 

I was tied for second place. That sounds im-

pressive, but in truth, only one team man-

aged any points, the rest of us having been 

skunked. I left vowing to return with a more 

accurate model. 

The team of Brian Ferguson and Dr. Mur-

ray McQuigg won with one hit. I asked Brian 

if he came to play or to win. “Both!” he replied. 

Competitors in ‘08 with a hairspray-powered 

gun, they stepped up their game in ‘09 with a 

pneumatic unit, handing over last year’s model 

to their spouses.

The Escarpment is a beautiful backdrop for 

a day of fun for neighbours from around the 

corner, around the Bruce Peninsula and farther 

10    More information: kemblepumpkinchuckin.com

afield. New friends and old gather to challenge 

and watch and then reminisce at the annual 

costume dance at the arena. It is a rare soul in-

deed who leaves without at least the start of a 

plan percolating in his mind for some form of 

machine to fire some type of vegetable at the 

next Harvest Blowout in Kemble. EV

Kelly Babcock’s family has lived more than seven 

generations on or near the Grey and Bruce sections 

of the Niagara Escarpment where he now lives as a 

fixture in his wife’s antique shop. Kelly’s website is at 

www.writeofway.ca.
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visit us at 

foodstuffs.ca
when you want a 

FOODSTUFFS moment

and can’t get here in person

IF . . .  
something on your list
is for the kitchen ...
you're sure to find it 
at FOODSTUFFS in 
Downtown Georgetown

Specialty & Health Foods
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Misty’s View
of Preserving 
the Harvest
The sky is intensely blue; there’s a crisp snap 

in the air and the first hints of red and gold 

adorn the trees. My favourite season has ar-

rived! Fall is a time of renewal, not a time of 

decline, especially if you view the return from 

vacationland of family, friends and school 

mates as an opportunity to really get cooking again!  

Summer salads and grilled meats are fresh, fast foods; but au-

tumn fare is slow, thoughtful and rich in flavour. It takes time to 

build structure into braised dishes, fruit compotes, homemade to-

mato sauces, mincemeat filling for Christmas pies. 

The comforting return to the stove and oven signals prepara-

tions for the long winter ahead. Think of the pioneers who carved 

out some of the life we know today. They had to prepare to fill their 

larders with food stuffs that would take them into the spring and 

early summer months. Their lives depended on it.

As current proprietors of the earth, we look to the past these days, 

for ways of being more “green.” As individuals, we might consider 

learning how to make the most of the fall harvest ourselves like our 

forefathers did. Instead of walking past the large bushels of peppers, 

tomatoes, eggplants, apples and pears that show up in late August 

and September, you might decide to take a few home with you this 

time. Once purchased, you will need to rally your troops to help you 

turn these mountains of fresh products into conserved, preserved 

edible delights.  

Oven-Roasted Tomatoes

Don’t try to do it alone!  I know many Italians who have a veritable 

family brigade of household helpers who know that the arrival of 

several bushels of Roma tomatoes means only one thing, mass pro-

duction. Later in the year, however, these conscripted participants 

are happy and proud to have the fruits of their labour show up in 

memorable family dishes. 

You can take the harvest bulk food challenge even if you only 

take one bushel home. Try an easy product for the first time, like 

oven-roasted tomatoes. There are many recipes available that will 

turn a large quantity of Roma tomatoes into homemade sun-dried 

tomatoes. 

Get the entire family involved. All it takes is a son or daughter 

to help with deseeding the quartered pieces, an oven set low at 130 

degrees, and an evening plus overnight stay of 12 hours on trays for 

the prepared tomatoes to be ready.  

Depending on the herbs and olive oil asked for in your recipe, 

these tender, ruby slivers of tomato will delight you on pizzas, in 

pastas, or simply added to stews, soups, sauces or salad dressings, 

for an intense injection of rich, tomato flavour.

If you are more courageous, I suggest purchasing a home canning 

kit that will allow you to preserve applesauce, jams, jellies, relishes, 

soups and sauces. This standard canner method is similar to those 

used by culinary experts like your great grandmother, grandmother or 

mother, and uses sterilized glass jars as safe containers for your culinary 

creations. And if you are particularly successful with a recipe you might 

plan on dressing up your jars and giving them out at holiday time!

Capture Freshness

Don’t want to bother with jars? Today’s freezer bags are especial-

ly designed to guard your food against dehydration for up to six 

months. Ever wondered how to preserve green beans, for example? 

Blanching and refreshing is the answer. Just bring a very large pot 

of water to a rolling boil, drop in the beans, fish them out with a 

sieve once they are a brilliant emerald green (about two minutes) 

then quickly plunge them into a bath of ice water. Re-boil the 

water and you’re ready for the next batch. Make sure to keep the 

bath water full of ice, so as to shock the beans cold, arresting the 

cooking process before it damages the delicate green chlorophyll. 

These par-cooked vegetables are ready to be drained and stored in 

a freezer bag. Volia! You have captured some freshness to enjoy 

when the snow flies.

What’s most important about getting involved in the harvest 

bonanza is the message you send home to your family and friends. 

Yes, we live in a world where products are designed for conve-

nience. Yes, we are busy. Yes, we might have missed certain life les-

sons on our path to success. But we might also look to the past to 

infuse the future through simple, thoughtful acts in our kitchens.

Food influences the world; how we use it can too. The harvest is 

in. What will you do with it?

Misty Ingraham and Bill Sharpe of Ancaster own the catering business The 

Portable Feast at Home.
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atScenicCaves

Your three-hour 
guided tour includes

• Tree-top Canopy walk 

• 1000ft Escarpment Zip-line Ride 
with 150ft vertical drop

• 300ft Forest Zip-line Ride 

• 425ft Suspension Bridge

• Caves and Caverns to explore

• Unique Flora and Fauna

• Natural and Native History Tour 

Top of Blue Mountain • www.sceniccaves.com • (705)446-0256 ext.227RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
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It is a great 

magazine. I gave 

subscriptions to friends 

when it launched and they just 

love it! And they in turn gave 

subscriptions to their family 

members. It’s a great idea for a 

stocking stuffer.

Judy Snyder, Burlington
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This column is supported by these independent bookstores:

BookLore
121 First St. Orangeville  519 942 3830 booklore.ca

Curiosity House Books & Gallery
134-A Mill St. Creemore  705 466 3400 curiosityhousebooks.com

The Ginger Press Bookshop and Cafe
848 Second Ave. E. Owen Sound  519 376 4233 gingerpress.com

Independents Matter! Support your independent bookstores!

CLIFF
PHOTOGRAPHIC www.cli�photographic.com

Where Art Matters!

For all your photographic needs 519.939.1660
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Book Views
Borderlands: 
Riding The Edge 
Of America
By Derek Lundy

The year he turned 60, 

investigative reporter 

Derek Lundy embarked 

on a unique adventure 

to take a firsthand look 

at the borders of the 

United States and her 

something challenging to his sense of 

adventure and his interest in history and 

journalism. By riding a bike he found 

more accessibility to places and people but 

also, sometimes, a wariness of an “outsid-

er” riding into town. The trip was difficult 

both in terms of the terrain, with some off-

road biking, mountains and deserts, and 

the weather which varied from freezing 

rain and snow to baking hot temperatures 

in the south. The book is a fascinating 

story of his personal journey and also his 

reporting of the politics of the border.

Lundy has written several other books 

including Godforsaken Sea, an account 

of the Vendee Globe around-the-world 

single-handed yacht race and The Bloody 

Red Hand, his look at the history of 

Northern Ireland from the point of view 

of his ancestors. 

Knopf Canada, 2010, $32

Reviewed by Catherine Randall of 
Curiosity House Books & Gallery, 
Creemore

Captain Bruno Correges, Chief of Police 

in sleepy, little St. Denis, a town in France’s 

beautiful Dordogne region, is a gentle, car-

ing and respected policeman  but make 

no mistake, he is unflinching and decisive 

with his investigative skills.

Bruno – Chief of Police, the first 

book in the series, deals with resentments 

left over from World War 2 when a local 

Algerian man is murdered. Marry the his-

torical detail with the atmospheric smells 

and tastes of market stalls in rural France 

and you’ll be salivating for the next book.

Eco-commerce,  winemaking pro-

duction and a body in a vat of wine chal-

lenge Bruno in the second book, Bruno 

– The Dark Vineyard, which is just hot 

off the press.  And to top it all off, there 

is a Canadian connection with one of the 

main characters!

Author Martin Walker has imbued 

this charming series with engaging char-

acters and interesting storylines. See for 

yourself why the staff at BookLore choose 

Bruno as a favourite hand-sell.  

Harper Collins, Chief of Police $13.9; 

The Dark Vineyard $27.99

Reviewed by Nancy Frater of 
BookLore, Orangeville

How to Paint with Acrylics 
By Peter John Reid 

Landscape artist Peter John Reid has collected years of 

teaching notes into one comprehensive self-published 

volume of lessons, exercises, observations and dem-

onstrations using acrylics to produce striking art. Il-

lustrated throughout with full colour examples of his 

own art, How to Paint with Acrylics is not only an 

excellent compilation of acrylic techniques, it also 

provides a unique perspective on painting. The au-

thor, a well-known local artist, reveals step by step 

how he produces his own award-winning works. 

“A big part of this book is about seeing colour,” says Reid. He discusses hue, value, satu-

ration and contrast and describes how to use this information to match every possible 

colour with acrylic paints. Colour charts are included as well as heavy paper worksheets 

for applying mixed paints to create hands-on colour samples. He also describes the im-

portance of developing critical skills and includes a list to consider when analyzing and 

evaluating paintings, followed by perceptive critiques of two of his own works. 

“You can do a lot of things incorrectly in a painting,” he muses. “This book 

is intended to help you maximize your ideas, know how to fix things that aren’t 

quite how you envisioned, and know what you did right when it does work.” 

How to Paint with Acrylics is more than a personal perspective on creating art. Reid, who 

was formally trained, reveals how he paints and encourages readers to try a wide variety of 

approaches to enhance their own artwork. Combining painting techniques with insight 

into one artist’s approach to his work, How to Paint with Acrylics is an excellent addition 

to every artist’s reference library, from beginner to advanced.

Self published, 2009, $35

Reviewed by Maryann Thomas of The Ginger Press Bookshop and Café, Owen 
Sound

neighbours, Mexico and Canada, from the 

vantage point of his trusty motorcycle. In 

his new book, Borderlands, he traces this 

odyssey, looking at the shared interests and 

vast differences between the three countries 

and examining the U.S. preoccupation 

with border security and safety which has 

changed since the events of 9/11. 

This was a personal, life-affirming 

trip for Derek as well. Three close friends 

had died the previous year and he needed 

to get out in the world and grab onto 

Bruno – Chief of 
Police & Bruno – The 
Dark Vineyard
By Martin Walker

Great wine, sumptuous food, 

idyllic location, and a body or 

two – well who could ask for 

anything more in this new page-

turning series of crime books. 

For more reviews of books, go to www.EscarpmentViews.ca
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Community market

www.FreshRadius.com

Enjoy fresh local food
wherever you are

Find your Fresh Radius at

Your resource for
photography, writing, PR,web,

graphic design and other
professional communications.

www.hpcaonline.com

1-888-742-HPCA

Farm Market

Open 7 days a week from mid June to end Oct.

Locally grown fresh fruits and 
vegetables, squash and Fall decorations 

(pumpkins, gourds etc.)

5529 Greenlane Rd., Beamsville

905 563 4423 www.hildrethfarms.ca

Environmental Engineering 

J.M.DAVIS AND ASSOCIATES LIMITED

905 877 9665 u mike@jmdavis.ca

Open year-rOund, Fri & Sat, 7-3
204 Ottawa St.n. Hamilton
905-297-5250

OTTAWA STREET 

FARMERS’MARKET

www.ottawastreetfarmers.comwww.ottawastreetfarmers.com

T he goodness of the country 
in the heart of the City!
T he goodness of the country 
in the heart of the City!

Check our website for
special events and in

season produce.

Ottawa Market Ad 2_345x2_333_Layout 1  10-07-19  1     

Paul Miller, MPP

Hamilton East – Stoney Creek

289 Queenston Road, Hamilton, ON L8K 1H2

905 545 0114 pmiller-co@ndp.on.ca 1 800 411 6611

Proud Supporter of the Niagara Escarpment

A historic Bed and Breakfast, 
nestled in the heart of Gore Bay.

Serene and elegant setting, 
scrumptious breakfasts.

Open May – October.

705.282.0665  www.thequeensinn.ca
Susan Mathia, Innkeeper

Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited
	 Offices in: Angus  (705) 424.7191  
  Georgetown 905.874.3059    
  Mississauga 905.826.5122
  Milton 905.878.2326
  Oakville 905.844.9232
  Stayner (705) 428.3138

	 	 www.spriggs.ca
    www.meadowvale.com

	

	 Your	Best	Insurance	is	an	Insurance	Broker

TOPNOTCH
CONSIGNMENT FURNISHINGS

Fine Quality Pre-owned Home Furnishings

SHOWROOM: 
14034 HURONTARIO ST 

(HYW 10 & KING), Caledon

www.topnotchfurnishings.com

keith@topnotchfurnishings.com

647-297-0611

Big cheese in a small town!
	 Our	hours:	 Wed-Fri	10am	to	6pm
	 	 Sat	10am	to	5pm
	 	 Sun	11:30am	to	3pm

www.chezfromage.ca

CF E

Joyce Savoline, MPP BURLINGTON

Queen’s Park Office: Constituency Office:
Room 440, Legislative Bldg. Suite 44, 760 Brant St.
Toronto, ON M7A 1A8 Burlington, ON L7R 4B7
Tel: 416.325.5362 Tel. 905.639.7924
Fax: 416.325.5357 Fax: 905.639.3284
E-mail: joyce.savolineco@pc.ola.org

Enjoy the beauty that is all around us
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Escarpment Views 30  ❦ Autumn 2010

20 YEARS A UNESCO 

WORLD BIOSPHERE 

RESERVE

In July, Coalition on the Niagara 

Escarpment celebrated the 20th anniversary 

of the southern portion of the Niagara 

Escarpment having been designated a 

UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve in 1990.

Foresight

HALTON REGION 

FIRST TO COMMIT TO 

SUSTAINABLE FOOD

In April, Halton Region became the first 

region in Canada to adopt sustainable food 

procurement practices for its municipal food 

services. Fresh vegetables that have been 

certified by Local Food Plus (LFP), specifically 

peppers, onions, carrots and tomatoes, are 

being used in the Halton Region cafeteria.

LFP certifies Ontario farmers and processors 

who follow such sustainable practices as 

reduced pesticide use; safe, fair labour 

conditions; humane care of livestock; 

reduced on-farm energy use. LFP then 

connects certified farmers and processors 

with food service contractors, restaurants 

and grocery stores. LFP hopes that providing 

local produce will support Ontario farmers 

and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

RIGHTS FOR NATURE  
“Ecuador has 

become the first 

nation on Earth to put the rights of nature in its constitu-

tion so that rivers and forests are not simply property but 

maintain their own right to flourish. Under these laws a 

citizen might file suit on behalf of an injured watershed, 

recognizing that its health is crucial to the common good. 

Other nations may follow Ecuador’s lead. Just as legal 

systems once reeled to comprehend women or former 

slaves as fully entitled, law schools in the U.S. are now 

reforming their curricula with an eye to understanding 

and acknowledging nature’s rights.”

From “Water is Life,” by Barbara Kingsolver, 

in National Geographic, April 2010

NIAGARA ESCARPMENT LANDS ADDED

In June, the Niagara Escarpment Commission celebrated the 25th anniversary of the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan, and also had 750 hectares (ha) of land added to the Niagara 
Escarpment Planning Area:
– 93 ha: The Cootes Paradise Link in Hamilton between properties of the Royal 

Botanical Gardens
– 411 ha: The Pleasant View Survey in Hamilton near Hwy. 403
– 108 ha: The 407 Gap Lands in Burlington north of Dundas St. and west of Hwy. 407
– 70 ha: The Dufferin Quarry addition in Milton
– 80 ha: The Weinberg Property in Grey Highlands along the Beaver Valley

NIAGARA 

ESCARPMENT 

VALUED IN 

WISCONSIN

The Niagara Escarpment is 

beginning to be acknowledged 

for its location in Wisconsin. 

The State of Wisconsin has 

proclaimed the year 2010 

as the “Year of the Niagara 

Escarpment” to foster 

awareness and recognize 

the Niagara Escarpment’s 

significance as a geologic and 

natural resource in the state.

On Sept. 27, “Rocks, Roots & 

Revenue: A Symposium on 

the Niagara Escarpment and 

Geotourism” will take place in 

Menasha, Wisconsin.

The seeds of our future are taking root right now, for better or worse. This page shares better, 

forward-thinking ideas and celebrates significant environmental achievements that can help us 

lead the way in creating a healthy, sustainable example of a thriving World Biosphere Reserve.
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2E1-8

Deliciously Hot

Energize your home.

The perfect colour energizes a room and everyone in it. With the innovative new
Beauti-Tone colour palette system, picking the perfect colours to inspire your 
passions, lift your spirits, and soothe your soul is a matter of flawless simplicity. 
Comforting. Relaxing. Inviting. Energizing. Alluring. Enriching. All the colours that reflect
life’s rich palette are in Beauti-Tone.

beauti-tone.com Actual paint colour may not be as shown. 
Available exclusively at Home Hardware, 

Home Hardware Building Centre and Home Building Centre.

Acton Home Hardware

362 Queen Street East, Acton

519 853-1730 

Naborhood Home Hardware

797 Barton Street East, Hamilton

905 545-8282

Dartnall Road Home Hardware

10 Dartnall Road, Hamilton

905 383-3353

Fennell & Gage Home Hardware

975 Fennell Avenue East, Hamilton

905 574-6544

Westcliffe Home Hardware

Westcliffe Mall 

632 Mohawk Road West, Hamilton

905 388-6268 

Manitowaning Mill 

 Home Building Centre

15874 Hwy 6, Manitowaning

705 859-3105

Knights’ Home Building Centre

206532 Hwy 26

Meaford (East of Meaford)

519 538-2000

Milton Home Hardware 

 Building Centre

385 Steeles Avenue East, Milton

905 878-9222 

www.miltonhomehardware.ca

St. Catharines Home Hardware

111 Hartzel Road, St. Catharines

905 684-9438

Penner Home Hardware 

 Building Centre

700 Penner Street, Virgil

905 468-3242
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Where to Get Copies 
of Escarpment Views 
Along the Niagara Escarpment

Pick up a free copy of Escarpment Views 

at the select locations below.

To list your business on the map, call 

us to advertise at 905 877 9665.

Acton 
Acton Home Hardware 
362 Queen St. E.

Ancaster
Woodend, Hamilton Conservation 
Authority main office 
838 Mineral Springs Rd. 

Angus
Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited 
189 Mill St., Unit B 

Beamsville
Hildreth Farm Market 
5529 Greenlane Rd. 

Brampton
Linda Jeffrey, MPP 
380 Bovaird Dr. E., Unit 13 

Burlington
Conservation Halton 
2596 Britannia Rd. W. 
Joyce Savoline, MPP 
760 Brant St., Ste. 44

Caledon
Heatherlea Farm Market 
17049 Winston Churchill Blvd. 
Topnotch Consignment Furnishings 
14034 Hurontario St 

Campbellville
Mountsberg Conservation Area 
2259 Milburough Line  

Collingwood
Scenic Caves Nature Adventures
269 Scenic Caves Rd.

Craigleith 
The Craigleith Heritage Depot 
113 Lakeshore Rd. E. 

Creemore
Curiosity House Books & Gallery 
134-A Mill St. 
The Mad and Noisy Gallery
154 Mill St. 

Dundas
Dundas Valley Conservation 
Area, Trail Centre 
650 Governors Rd. 

Fenwick
Chez Fromage 
784 Canboro Rd. 

Fonthill
Picard’s Peanuts 
2467 Hwy 20 (E. of Font Hill)

Georgetown
Foodstuffs  
89 Main St. S.  
Young’s Pharmacy  
47 Main St. S. 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited 
8 Wesleyan St. 

Grimsby
Gateway Niagara Information Centre 
424 South Service Rd. 

Hagersville
W.J. Heaslip Limited 
1030 Haldimand Rd. 20 (E. of Hagersville) 

Hamilton
Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment 
193 James St. S. 
Fennell & Gage Home Hardware 
975 Fennell Ave. E.
Paul Miller, MPP 
289 Queenston Rd.  
Naborhood Home Hardware 
797 Barton St. E. 
Ottawa Street Farmers’ Market 
204 Ottawa St. N. 
Westcliffe Home Hardware 
Westcliffe Mall 632 Mohawk Rd.

Jordan
Ball’s Falls Centre for Conservation 
3292 Sixth Ave. 

Manitowaning
Manitowaning Mill Home 
Building Centre
15874 Hwy 6 

Meaford
Knights’ Home Building Centre 
206532 Hwy 26 (E. of Meaford) 

Milton
Crawford Lake Conservation Area 
3115 Conservation Rd.  
Kelso Conservation Area 
5234 Kelso Rd.  
Milton Home Hardware 
Building Centre 
385 Steeles Ave. E. 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited 
216 Main St. 

Mississauga
Meadowvale Insurance Brokers Ltd 
2000 Argentia Rd., Plaza Four, Ste. 110 

Morriston
Picard’s Peanuts 
22 Queen St. 

Niagara Falls
Kim Craitor, MPP 
3930 Montrose Rd., Unit 8 

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Picard’s Peanuts 
1835 Niagara Stone Rd. 

Oakville
Kevin Flynn, MPP 
2330 Lakeshore Rd. W. 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited 
159 Church St. 

Orangeville
BookLore 
121 First St. 

Owen Sound
The Ginger Press 
Bookshop and Café 
848 Second Ave. E. 

St. Catharines
Jim Bradley, MPP 
2 Secord Dr., Unit 2 
St. Catharines Home Hardware 
111 Hartzel Rd.  

Stayner
Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited 
1071 County Rd. 42 

Stoney Creek
Lakeshore Living Outdoor Elements  
1100 South Service Rd., Unit 113 

Thornbury
Niagara Escarpment Commission 
99 King St. E. 

Virgil (Niagara-on-the-Lake)
Penner Home Hardware 
Building Centre 
700 Penner St. 

Wainfleet
Ben Berg Farm & 
Industrial Equipment  
52034 Hwy #3 

Waterdown
Picard’s Peanuts 
447 Dundas St. E. 
Waterdown Clinic of 
Naturopathic Medicine 
250 Dundas St. E., Unit 4

Locations on map are approximate only. Map is not intended to be a driving road map.
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